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I wholly decline the honour of belonging to the club. I
have no club habits, and hate especially all smoking in a
room but what is solitary."

The winter of 1843-44 found Murchison full of work over
his Eussian volumes, correcting proofs, and carrying on a large
correspondence with friends in this country and on the Con-
tinent as to the rocks and fossils which he had to describe,
but escaping, as of old, for a few days' shooting now and then
at Up Park or elsewhere.   One of the questions which occa-
sioned a good deal of flutter in the scientific ranks during this
season was the determined opposition shown by Whewell to
certain proposals of the leaders of the British Association.
There had been a pretty general feeling that in its cycle of
perambulation that body should begin again with the towns
in which it had held its earliest meetings. "We have seen that
York had been almost fixed upon for the assembly in 1843.
That town had now been selected for 1844, and if the former
order were to be observed, Cambridge would entertain the
Association in the following year.    Whewell, however, set
his face most persistently against this proposal.    To con-
ciliate him, the Council proposed to choose some other place
for 1845, and to take Cambridge next in order.    But he
declared that this would be equally objectionable, grounding
his argument on the law and practice of the Association in
favour of a wide range of places to be visited.   Even in
Cambridge, however, his friends, such as the Dean of Ely,
and Sedgwick, refused to support him, and energetically lent
their assistance to the Council of the Association.    Murchi-
son, of course, had his full share of meetings and letter-
writing on the subject.   From his letters the following may
be selected as having still some interest, inasmuch as it wellony-
